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Box No. II Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet) 



This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons' 
Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



2 - Claims Nos.: 7, 11-15 

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an 
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically: 

See extra sheet 1. 



3. □ Claims Nos.: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 



Box No- m Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet) 



This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 
See extra sheet 2. 



l.[x] As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable 
claims. 

As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment of 
any additional fee. 

As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers 
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is 
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 



Remark on Protest □ The add j t j ona j search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest 

No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 
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1. Claim 7 relates to the portion of the international application 
which does not fulfill specified requirements to such a degree that a 
significant international search can be performed. Namely, the 
constitution described in Claim 7 "the upward guide surfaces formed at 
the tips of the claw bodies and the downward receiving surface of the 
hub body formed at a position opposite to the upward guide surfaces and 
formed so that the tip sides thereof are tilted downward" is not 
inadequately disclosed in the meaning of PCT Article 5 since its specific 
constitution is not described in the specification. Also, it is 
inadequately supported by the disclosure of the specification in the 
meaning of PCT Article 6. In addition, it is inadequately supported by 
the requirements of clarity in PCT Article 6 even if common general 
technical knowledge in the application is taken into account. 

2. Claims 11-15 relate to the portion of the international application 
which does not fulfill specified requirements to such a degree that a 
significant international search can be performed. Namely, the 
constitution described in Claims 11-15 "the upward guide on the inner 
side" is not inadequately disclosed in the meaning of PCT Article 5 since 
its specific constitution is not described in the specification. Also, 
it is inadequately supported by the disclosure of the specification in 
the meaning of PCT Article 6. In addition, it is inadequately supported 
by the requirements of clarity in PCT Article 6 even if common general 
technical knowledge in the application is taken into account. 
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Continuation of Box No. Ill of continuation of first sheet (2) 

A common matter pertaining to the inventions in Claims 1-16 is the 
constitution of Claim 1. 

The result of search reveals that the common matter is not novel since 
it is disclosed in Document: JP 11-306628 A (Sony Corp.)/ 05 November, 
1999 (05.11.99), paragraphs [0032] - [0044] . 

Since the common matter makes no contribution over the prior art, 
it is not a special technical feature in the meaning of the second sentence 
of PCT Rule 13.2. 

(A) Claims 2, 4, and 5 and Claim 16 dependent upon Claims 2, 4, and 
5 have a same special technical feature that "the claw parts in a standby 
state are positioned lower than the claw parts in a recording/regenerative 
state". 

(B) Claims 6, 7, 9, and 10 and Claim 16 dependent upon Claims 6, 7, 
9, and 10 have a same special technical feature that "when the disk is 
thin in the recording/regenerative state, as compared with a case in 
which the disk is thick, the claw parts are moved more outward and the 
position of the claw parts is more lowered". 

(C) Claim 8 and Claim 16 dependent upon Claim 8 have a same special 
technical feature that "the claw side stoppers are installed at the more 
forward side than the contact parts of the lower end parts of the claw 
bodies with a lower part in a standby state, and the hub side stopper 
in contact with the claw side stoppers is formed so that the lower side 
thereof is tilted toward the tip side". 

(D) Claims 11-15 and Claim 16 dependent upon Claims 11-15 have a same 
special technical feature that "when the claw parts are pressed from 
the upper side, the inward side upward guides are gradually increased 
in height toward the inner side and the claw parts are moved inward". 

(E) Claim 16 has a special technical feature such that "the traverse 
is moved close to and apart from the base body". 

Also, the special technical features in items (A) to (E) above do 
not correspond to each other. 

As a result, this international application involves five inventions 
not fulfilling the requirement of unity of invention as follows. 

(1) Claims 1, 2, 4, and 5, and Claim 16 dependent upon Claims 1, 2, 
4, and 5 

(2) Claims 6, 7, 9, and 10, and Claim 16 dependent upon Claims 6, 
7, 9, and 10 

(3) Claim 8, and Claim 16 dependent upon Claim 8 

(4) Claims 11-15, and Claim 16 dependent upon Claims 11-15 

(5) Claim 16 
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